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OPENING STATEMENT

Mr. Chairman, I am here to discuss the questions whfch have arisen
aver CIA's real and alleged role in events that occurred in 1971 and 1972

T have opened a detailed investigation into the precise nature of that ro]e.

b
1)

can report to you on vhat Agency records, now be1ng 1ntensxve1y rev1ewed

reveal at this Juncture. However I do not yet know that I have all the

facts in the matter. honethe]ess, I am p1eased to present to you such Tacts

as are'now ava11ab1e, and I will certa1n1y provide you with any further

details as they come to my attent1on.

. Let me start.with the Agency's relationship with Mr. Howard Hunt,

waose testimony has recently been made public. Mr. Hunt was a staff

amployee of the Agency from 8 November 1949 to 30 April 1970

. - At that time
12 retired from the Agency.

He performed one editorial job of writing up
1 recommendation for an award for one of our officers in Movember 1970.

<2 yas not paid for these services, although the Agency placed the sums of

200.00 and $50.00 in two charitaele organizations for the service performed

In early July 1971, General Cushman, then the Deputy Director of

ntral Intelligence, received a telephone call from the White Ho&se He
informed that ir. Hunt had become a consultant on security affairs for

2

r2 White House, -and a request was made that Mr. Hunt receive assistance

The minutes of the Agency Morning Meeting of 8 July 1971

“ricate that  the DDCI (General Cushmen) reported a call by John Ehrlichman

¥Ling that Howard Hunt had been appointed a White House security consultant

On 22 July 1971 Wr. Hunt visited General Cushmanat the CIA building.

wulnf to the records, Mr. Hunt stated that he had been charged with a
U sensitive mission by the White House to visit and elicit information
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from an individua] whose ideology he was not entirely sure of, and for that .

purpose he said he was asked to come to the Agency to see if he could get

' two thinQS' 1dent1f1cat10n documents in alias and some degree of phys1ca]

d159u1se for a one-time operat1on He stressed that he wanted the matter
to be held as closely as possib]e and that he would Tike to'meet'the Agency
people in an Agency safehouse. Agency records indicate that, in the course
of the conversatioh, Mr. yunt referred to Mr. Ehrlichman by name and General
Cushman acknow]edged an earlier ca1] from Mr Ehrlichman to him. The
Committee may desire to query Genera1 Cushman whose know]edge would not
come from such secondary sources. .
General Cushman d1rected the appropriate technicai sefvice of.the

Agency to be of assistance to Mr. Hunt, based on the above hequest. On

23 July 1971 Hr. Hunt_was given alias doéumenté, ind]ddfng a'Secia1 Security

- card, driver's ]icense, and several association membership cards, in the

name of "Edward Joseph Harren" similar to mater1a] he had been furnished

for operat1ona1 use while he had been an Agency employee, under the name

of "Edward V. Hamilton." The same day Mr. Hunt was also g1ven-d1sgu1se

materials (a wig, glasses, and a speech alteration device).
By_ca]}ing an unlisted telephone number given him, Mr. Hunt arranged
several additiohal meetings with Agency technical officers, the dates of which

cannot be provided with precision. In these, he reqdested and was bfovided

~a commercial tape recorder {in a typewriter case) and a commercia] Tessina

lcamera disguised in-a tobacco pouch He also brought in a then unidentified

associate (later identified from press photos as Mr. G. Gordon Liddy) and
secured for him a disguise (wig and glasses) and alias documents in the name

of "George F. Leonard."
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The Agency technical officers met these requests despfte the absence
% of the procedura] steps and approva]s norma]iy required by Agency regulations.

However, they became 1ncreas1ng1y concerned at the escalation of Mr. Hunt S
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requests for assistance. These finally included a request from Mr. Hunt to

sy

_be met on the morning of 27 August ]971, upon h1s return from Ca]1forn1a,

< gl

to have a film deve]oped and returned’ to h1n Th1s was done the same day.

e

: ‘He also asked for a New Yérk ma11 address and telephone- answer1ng service =
" for operat1ona1 use. | - | "
The tecnnxcaT off]cers ra1sed the1r concern w1th sen1or off1cers,g
who'noted the poss1b1]1ty that these act1v1t1es could involve the Agency in

| _operat1ons outs1de its proper functions. . As a resu1t again according to

Agency records, Genera1 Cushman te1ephoned Wr. Ehr11cnman at the White House B
é ‘ ~on 27 August 1971 and exp1a1ned that rurther such a551stance could not be
'given.. Mr. Ehrlichman agfeed. The nequeet for nail addréss.and telephone

% | answering service was not honored On 31 Augnst 1971, Mr. Hunt contaeted

the technical officers again, request1ng a credit card but this was refused.

] _ Mr. Hunt had a]so-made a request on 18 August 1971 for the assignment of

1 a Secfetary he had known during his Agency career. Thjs was also refused. The
% - | ear|1er furn1shed a11as documents and other material were not recovered, however,
> | --except for the Te351na camera which was returned on 27 August as unsu1tab1e
Since the end of August 1971, the Technical Services Division has had no
.further association with Mr. Hunt. As a point of reference, I would note

that the break-in of the oFf1ce of Mr.: Ellsberg's psych1atr1st took place

on or ahout 3 September 1971
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" The Agency outlined the above events to Hr. Patr1ck Gray, Act1ng
Director of the FBI, in Jetters dated 5and 7 Ju]y 1972, and a meeting on
28 July 1972 A series of questions viere asked the Agency on 11 October 1972
by Mr. Earl Silbert, Pr1nc1pa1 Assistant United States Attorney for the _
District of Columbia. On 24 October 1972, Attorney General. K1e1nd1enst and
.Assistant Attorney General Petersen revieved the 5 and 7 July transmittals
togeter with add1t1ona1 more deteiled.but undated materiajs, that had been-

*
prov1d°d to Act1ng FBI Director Gray on 18 October 1972. The Agency is

', aware that th1s mater1a1 was rev1ewed on 27 Novenber 1972 by Mr. S11bert, who

asked add1t1onal quest1ons on that date as we11 as on 29 November 1972.
Hr1tten responses to the foregoing quest1ons viere prov1ded on 13 December 1972
An add1t10na] subm1ss1on was made to the Assistant Attorney’ Genera] Petersen
on 21 December 1972 This material was discussed at a meet1ng he]d with
Assistant Attorney General Petersen and Mr.. S11bert on 22 December 1972.
A1l of the foregoing materials can be made ava11ab1e to the Comm1ttee if 1t
so desires. |
.As a seperate matter, which\nasnot known by those who pnepared the
material for the Department of Justice in the fa]]'of last year,.the'Office
of Med1ca1 Sevrvices of the Agency prepared and forwarded to the White House
tvio 1nd1rect persona11ty assessments of Mr. Daniel E]]sberg The Agency has
"ad a program of produc1ng, on a selectwve basis, ‘such assessments or studies
- foreign 1eaders for many years. In July 1971 Mr. Helms, then Director, |
Trunted Agency officers to vork with Mr. David Young of the White House

"lative to security leaks in the intelligence community.
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- Hr._voung.requested a study on Mr. Ellsberg in the latter part of
July 1971, mhich Agency activity was apparently approved by Mr. Helms.
At that time, Mr. Young supp11ed raw material cons1st1ng principally of
' 'newspaper and magazine art1c1es together w1th some State Department and A
'Just1ce Department papers. The first assessnent delivered to the Nn1te House

_ dated 9 August 1971, was judged 1nsuff1c1ent As a result, there were

”d_ several meetings between Pr. Ma]]oy, Mr. Hunt and Mr. L1ddy, 1n which

] ’class1f1ed 1nformat1on of the Justice and State Departments was 1ntroduced
One such meet1ng occurred on 12 August 192! Additional mater1a1 was
transmitted by Mr. Hunt on ]2 October, and another meet1ng was. held on

‘ 27 October These meet1ngs led to a second version of the assessment,
.dated 9 November 197] This document was delivered to the Execut1ve Off1ce
by Dr. Malloy on 12 November 1971 Agency records 1nd1cate that Mr. Helms

had prev1ously commun1cated with Mr. Young 1nd1cat1ng he had read both

~ reports,

In'another contact;"about October 1971, ".an Agency officer arranged .
to provide lir. Hunt certain unc]ass1f1ed mater1als from CIA f11es relative
to a 1954 French case of ]eakage of Government documents | These were_..i
de11vered to his offxce at the White House. _

- In c]os1ng, I wou]d Tike to stress severa1 conc]us1ons of my
g 1nvest1gation so far: |

a. CIA had no awareness of the details of Hr. Hunt's.'
activities. The Agencv's impression was that Mr. Hunt was”engaged
in an activity related to identifying and c]os1ng off the secur1ty

leaks that were SO much a preoccupatﬁon of the Government at the time.

Approved For Release 2007/08/04 - CIA-RDP91-00901R000600280003-2



it A e b e M b £ i e

Approved For Release 2007/08/04 : CIA- RDP91 00901R000600280003-2

-6-

b. The Agency c]ear]y was insufficiently cautious 1n the

" 1n1t1at1on of its ass1stance to Mr Hunt. Later, when the nature of
:" Mr. Hunt S requests for assistance began to 1nd1cate a possible active
’-_1nvo1venent by the Agency in activities beyond its charter, the .

:T.Agency terminated the re]at1onsh1p and refused further assistance.

The preparat1on of a prof11e on an Amer1can c1t1zen under

1-h_these c1rcumstances Ties beyond the norma] activity of the Agency.

f sha]] be made a part of the regu1at1ons governing such act1v1t1es.

‘ d ‘As Dlrector, I have ca11ed for a review of all Agency

activit1es and the term1nat1on'of any wn1ch might be consxdered

' ‘;;jouts1de its 1eg1t1mate charter In addition to requesfing thisk

- each ex-employee to submit to me any cases wh1ch they may question.
I am determined that the Agency will not engage in activities outside
- of its charter but will concentréte its energies on its impertant'

~intelligence mission.

L X
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114.It shall not be repeated -- and I have so instructed the staff This :_f'

' o oveview From my subord1ndtes, I have d1rected each employee and invited




